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Assignment topic and key information:	

	
An Analysis of FDI Decisions: The Case of X Company Investing in Y Market

Word limit	           2000 words (+/- 10%)

Credit	 	             100%

Format	           Essay

Method                      Live Case Study 

Database                    UNCTAD & Capital IQ database are compulsorily required                                  

Case selection            choose only ONE company from the assigned list which will be
                                    published before Week 2 on the Learning Central                
                       
Style			Cardiff Harvard style is required for any citation and reference 

Guidance		Please refer to Module Handbook, Lectures & Coursework Guidance.

Submit format	Electronically

Deadline 		by 11:00 AM on March 18th, 2020
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1. [bookmark: _Toc29815160]
THE TITLE OF YOUR COURSEWORK
An Analysis of FDI Decisions: The Case of X Company Investing in Y Market

Please specify the title of your coursework by replacing X Company with the name of the company you have chosen for a given list and Y Market with the name of a foreign market by your own choice.
Please make sure your student ID number (not your full name) must be shown on the cover page of your coursework. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc29815161]THE TASK AND COMPULSORY REQUIREMENTS
[bookmark: _Toc29815162]2.1 Make your case
[bookmark: _GoBack]This coursework requires you to choose only one company from A List of Companies that is provided by the module leader on the Learning Central in Week 2.
You then need to go further to identify one foreign direct investment (FDI) engaged by the company which will be your focused FDI case to be thoroughly analysed in this coursework. 
In your analysis of the focused FDI case, you need to critically apply relevant theories of international business for explaining the rationale and challenge of making specific FDI decisions. FDI decisions shall include ALL but not limited to the following elements: 
· The motive of the FDI
· The location choice of the FDI
· The entry mode choice of the FDI
· The timing/speed of the FDI 
· The risk and challenge of the FDI
· … and other dimensions (by your own creative thinking)

[bookmark: _Toc29815163]2.2 Prepare and structure your analysis
You need to demonstrate that you have explored both the UNCTAD and Capital IQ database for developing evidence-based arguments; these two databases are compulsorily required to be practised for doing this coursework. 
You need to demonstrate that you know what and how to apply related IB theories especially FDI theories; an essay without any theoretical application will not pass the assessment.
You need to demonstrate that you have tried to integrate multiple levels, i.e. the country, industry and firm level of information for developing a comprehensive case analysis; 
An essay that only focuses on country level information without linking to any specific FDI case and FDI decisions will not pass the assessment.

The essay is compulsorily required to be structured in five parts. The subtitle for each part is given as follows and shall be adopted strictly. The content for each part will be explained further in 4.2 of this guidance:
· Part 1 Introduction 
· Part 2 Background
· Part 3 FDI profile 
· Part 4 Theoretical analysis of the FDI case
· Part 5 Conclusion 
You need to demonstrate that you have followed academic writing style and other requirements as detailed by this guidance. 
3. [bookmark: _Toc29815164]THE MEANING OF AN FDI CASE 
[bookmark: _Toc29815165]3.1 Definition of an FDI case
A case of FDI in this coursework can be generally defined as a firm that initiates a series of foreign market entry decisions for achieving its strategic goals of internationalisation. 
FDI decision-making include but not limited to deciding the market entry motive(s), making foreign market/location choice(s), selecting proper entry mode(s), control market entry timing and/or speed, etc. 
The coursework requires you to take all these key FDI decisions into account. If certain decisions deserve more attention and analysis than other decisions, you are then expected to clarify and justify the focus of your analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc29815166]3.2 Stage of internationalisation  
A case of FDI can be an actual FDI case with FDI decisions made or implemented already. Or, it can be an FDI initiation which is still in the process of decision-making. You may decide to focus on any stage of the FDI process. When focusing on certain stage of internationalisation, you need to justify and clarify why this stage of internationalisation deserves more attention. 
[bookmark: _Toc29815167]3.3 A “good case” 
A good case choice shall satisfy two fundamental criteria at the same time. First, it allows you to apply related theories of international business for generating interesting debate and for deepening our understanding of the case. Secondly, it allows you to explore enough evidence and information with which your argument and assessment can be better supported and justified. 
[bookmark: _Toc29815168]3.4 Creative thinking 
There can be a trade-off between having rich information and having a great opportunity to demonstrate your creative thinking. This is because, you may choose a well-known FDI case which allows you to access relatively rich information. However, such kind of cases might have been well-analysed that you may find it challenging to generate creative idea furthermore. Or, you may choose a relatively new and less-analysed FDI case, which may leave you a better chance to demonstrate your analytical skills and creative thinking. There are advantages and disadvantages of either choice.
4. [bookmark: _Toc29815169]WRITING STYLE
[bookmark: _Toc29815170]4.1 Analytical format
The assignment follows essay style. It requires you to make a good use of related evidence for analysing the rationale and challenges of the FDI decisions. 

Please remember this is an analytical piece of work. Therefore, it is more important to explain why the FDI decisions are formed in certain ways rather than just describing what FDI decisions have been or should be made. 

Please note you need to adopt required academic writing style by avoiding a heavy usage of bulletin points.

[bookmark: _Toc29815171]4.2 Required structure and content 
The essay is compulsorily required to be structure by five parts. The subtitle for each part is given as follows and shall be adopted strictly. 

	Required sub-title 
	Expected content 
	Suggested word limit
	Fixed credit 

	Introduction
	· Briefly introduce what the FDI case is about 
· Briefly indicate why you are motivated to select and study the case

	100 words
	5%

	Background
	· Provide country level and/or industry level background of the case
· Demonstrate UNCTAD database has been explored in this part of analysis
· For example, bi-lateral trade and FDI relations between the home and host country can be explored 

	400 words
	20%

	FDI Profile
	· Provide firm level information of the case
· Demonstrate Capital IQ database has been explored for this part of analysis
· For example, existing FDI activities engaged in regional and/or global market can be explored

	400 words
	20%

	Theoretical Analysis of the FDI case
	· Apply related international business theories, especially FDI theories to the FDI case for both explaining and assessing specific FDI decisions 
· FDI decisions include but not limited to entry motive, location choice, entry mode choice, entry timing, process, (exit), etc. of the specific FDI case

	1000 words
	40%

	Conclusion
	· Conclude the case study
· Provide your assessment of the FDI decisions
· Provide your recommendations for the case company

	100 words
	5%

	[communication & presentation]

	Language and presentation quality
	-
	5%

	[academic style]
	Academic citation & reference styles
 
	-
	5%


 
[bookmark: _Toc29815172]4.3 Presentation requirements 
Please use Times New Roman font style of 12-point size for the essay. 
Please use 1.5-line spaced format. 
It is highly recommended, but not compulsorily required that you use headings and sub-headings to structure and indicate your logic. We do not recommend headings go beyond three levels. 
A table of content on the front page is NOT compulsory but can be helpful.
Page number is strictly required to mark on the low right corner of each page.
All Tables and Figures presented in the main body should be numbered and titled. Please refer to the example shown below. 
If any Table or Figure is copied exactly as the original data source, you need to provide data source including the page number. In the meanwhile, a related reference shall be shown on the reference list. Please refer to the following example regarding how to put the title, and data source and page number.
Table 1.  Average tariff rates on manufactured products as percent of value
[image: ]
Source: Table 1.1 in Hill (2014:11)
Appendix can be used only if it is very necessary. Appendix is not counted in word limit. Appendix should be used for containing a large amount of information which is hard to be presented in the main body. They should be also numbered, titled, and sourced.
Cardiff Harvard Style is strictly required as the citing and referencing style. 
Please note ‘wikipedia’ or lecture slides are NOT an acceptable academic reference. They somewhat useful as a starting point for links to other sources, but not in its own right. 
5. [bookmark: _Toc29815173]ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
Please refer to the following assessment criteria and grading matrix. Please note that theoretical application part (accounts for 40%) and evidence support part (accounts for 40%) are equally crucial. A good integration of both parts is highly recommended.

	Marking criteria (0-100%)
	Credit gain
	Credit loss

	1. Introduction (5%)
	· Identify debatable points of the FDI case 
· Indicate why the analysis is important
	· Unclear about the challenges of FDI decisions
· Not sure about why the analysis can be important

	2. Background (20%)
	· Explore UNCTAD for providing country level evidence 
· Analyse the evidence
· Link the evidence to the FDI case
	· Did not use UNCTAD database
· Only describe not analyse the evidence
· Did not relate the evidence to the FDI case

	3. FDI Profile (20%)
	· Explore Capital IQ for providing firm level evidence
· Analyse the FDI facts
· Link the evidence to the FDI case
	· Did not use Capital IQ database
· Only describe not analyse the evidence
· Did not relate the evidence to the FDI case

	4. Theoretical Analysis of the FDI case (40%)
	· Applied relevant IB theories
· For explaining FDI decisions of the focused FDI case
· Assessing FDI decisions
· Most FDI decisions are covered, if not then provide strong reasons
	· Did not apply relevant theories
· Did not explain the FDI decisions
· Did not assess the FDI decisions
· Did not cover most FDI decisions without given reasons

	5. Conclusion (5%)
	· Summarize the FDI case properly
· Provide clear overall assessment
· Provide meaningful recommendations 
	· Did not summarize the case
· Did not assess any decision at all
· Did not provide any recommendation

	(communication & presentation) (5%)
	· Language is logic, clear, and proper, with clear and professional presentation
	· Did not follow any logic of reasoning, with ambiguous meaning, wrong writing style, poor presentation

	(academic style) (5%)
	· Cardiff Harvard citation and reference style
	· Wrong citation and/or poor reference style


6. [bookmark: _Toc29815174]EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOME
Module Learning Outcomes have elements that are be covered by this assignment (K = knowledge, C = comprehension, A = application)
· Distinguishing challenges in international business especially on the risks of engaging in FDI; (K, C)
· Displaying, both through written discussion of theories and through providing evidence of a real case, a clear understanding of theoretical debate, linkages between theories and practices, and complexities of realities; (K, C, A)
· Evaluating of investment decisions and presenting analytical and creative thinking; (K, C).
Transferable Skills; Information handling; Personal Development; Team working; Reasoning; Decision-making
· Search for and acquire relevant knowledge
· Work independently, exercise initiative and time management skills
· Effectively communicate ideas, principles, theories and arguments
· Develop problem solving, critical thinking and enquiry skills
· Develop certain numeracy, grammar and IT skills
7. [bookmark: _Toc29815175]ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION
The closing date for submission is March 18, 2020 and you should ensure that your assignment is submitted electronically by 11:00PM on that day. 
Extensions to this deadline can only be granted by the Chair of examination board and will normally only be given for extenuating and genuinely disruptive circumstances such as major illness or a bereavement involving a close relative.  For more information on extenuating circumstances please refer to:
http://learning.cf.ac.uk/themes/assessment/extcircs/information-and-guidance-for-students-on-extenuating-circumstances/
When planning and preparing your work, please remember to take back-up copies. Hard drives can fail, and work “lost” the day before hand-in will not be accepted as an excuse for late submission.
8. [bookmark: _Toc29815176]PLAGIARISM AND UNFAIR PRACTICE
It is dishonest not to acknowledge the work of other people and you open yourself up to the accusation of plagiarism. The text of this assignment must be in your own words.
Please make sure that you read and understand the rules about avoiding plagiarism. Copying from other students; working with other students on what is meant to be an individual assignment; unacknowledged quotations or borrowing of ideas from books or articles; trying to pass off material downloaded from websites as your own; this is all classified as unfair practice. For guidance on plagiarism, visit the Academic Integrity web site at:
https://intranet.cardiff.ac.uk/students/your-study/exams-and-assessment/sitting-your-exam/cheating-and-unfair-practice/plagiarism
9. [bookmark: _Toc29815177]READING AND SOURCING MATERAIL AND SUPPORT 
You are highly recommended to actively search academic literature, industry and firm level data via:
· Those recommended readings suggested by each lecture accessible on the Learning Central 
· Those reading list recommended by the textbooks where you can identify reference of journal articles or databases 
· Academic database for searching industry and firm information are available from our library

Other support of this coursework can be found from the following channels.

· The availability of this guidance on the Leering Central [Assessment]
· A brief of the coursework on the lecture, with PPT provided
· Further guidance on two training lectures with PPT provided
· Q&As on the lecture, training lectures, and tutorials

Email to the module leader for further clarification if they are not covered by the guidance: xuy63@cardiff.ac.uk
----------------------------
© Cardiff University
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